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Abstract 

Mosques have traditionally served not only as places of worship but also as vital community centers that 

foster educational, cultural, and social development. In recent years, the role of mosques in engaging 

youth—especially adolescent girls—through cultural activities has gained growing attention. The 

Khatam-al-Anbiya Mosque represents a unique case where structured cultural programs are designed to 

involve young girls and cultural activists in various creative and educational experiences. This study 

investigates the lived experiences of those involved, aiming to understand how participation in such 

activities shapes identity, builds community, and addresses the emotional and intellectual needs of 

adolescent girls. By exploring these perspectives, the research seeks to highlight the potential of religious 

spaces as inclusive environments for youth cultural empowerment. This study aims to explore and 

analyze the lived experiences of cultural activists and adolescent girls participating in cultural activities at 

the Khatam-al-Anbiya Mosque. Using a qualitative approach and phenomenological methodology, the 

research seeks to understand the perceptions, motivations, challenges, and outcomes associated with 

cultural engagement in a religious context. Through in-depth interviews and thematic analysis, the study 

reveals how such cultural spaces influence personal development, identity formation, and social 

interactions among young girls. It also highlights the role of mosques as dynamic centers for youth 

empowerment and cultural education. 

Keywords: Lived experience; Cultural activities; Adolescent girls; Mosque; Cultural activism; 

Khatam-al-Anbiya; Youth empowerment; Phenomenology.. 
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Introduction 

One of the most pressing issues currently discussed in societies is the challenge of cultural invasion. It is 

evident that the West, by leveraging various tools and media platforms—such as satellite networks, 

movies, images, diverse audio products that contradict Islamic values, international news agencies (media 

imperialism), and radios—along with carefully planned leisure activities targeting adolescents and youth, 

has managed to engage a large segment of Iranian youth. These influences have impacted their values, 

norms, and attitudes (Babaei Talatcheh et al., 2011). 

Adolescents represent the national capital of any society, and mosques, as one of the most essential 

religious institutions, have the responsibility to protect this vulnerable group from harmful and risky 

social behaviors by increasing their awareness and knowledge (Allah Panah, 2023). Given the crucial role 

mosques play, it is necessary to focus on their potential in preventing social harm and to implement well-

designed programs and initiatives to promote a healthy society with religiously committed youth (Farid et 

al., 2017). Moreover, policy implementation is among the most critical stages of cultural planning. Based 

on global experience, implementation challenges can lead to the failure of higher-level policies and 

programs (Akhlaqi, 2021). 

In Qom, known as the religious capital of Iran, cultural and artistic projects are carried out by the Basij 

organization in various formats across mosques and schools. These programs face certain challenges, 

which, if examined through the lens of the lived experiences of adolescent participants and cultural 

activists, can significantly contribute to improving their effectiveness and achieving maximum outcomes. 

The mosque whose cultural-artistic activities are explored in this study is the Khatam-al-Anbiya (PBUH) 

Mosque. 

Located in Pardisan Township of Qom, the Khatam-al-Anbiya Mosque, with an area of over 4,200 square 

meters, offers a spacious and suitable environment and is one of the most active mosques in cultural and 

religious affairs. In 2016, it was recognized as the top mosque in the country and received a certificate of 

appreciation. One of its unique features is the large number of worshippers, especially the enthusiastic 

presence of adolescent girls and a considerable number of experienced cultural activists who are active in 

the mosque even outside special occasions. The reason for choosing this mosque—apart from its physical 

structure and human resources—is the author's active presence in this mosque, collaboration with its 

various departments, and interaction with adolescent girls and cultural activists, which provided a 

valuable opportunity for deep observation and conversation with these two groups. These interactions 

also facilitated the identification of appropriate statistical samples and the collection of the necessary data 

for this research. 

Conducting this research can help the researcher better understand the interactive environment between 

cultural activists and adolescent girls in the mosque, examine the influence of cultural activities on young 

girls, identify the challenges and obstacles involved, and provide a scientific and practical foundation for 

increasing the effectiveness of these cultural initiatives. 

Therefore, to make optimal use of the mutual presence of adolescents and cultural activists and to identify 

and address the challenges, we aimed to investigate the lived experiences of adolescent girls and 
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cultural activists regarding the cultural programs that have been implemented so far and answer the 

following central question: 

Main Research Question 

• What is the lived experience of cultural activists in implementing cultural activities that impact 

adolescent girls in Khatam-al-Anbiya (PBUH) Mosque? 

Sub-questions 

1. How do cultural activists describe adolescent girls? 

2. What methods do cultural activists use to attract adolescent girls to participate in their programs? 

3. How do adolescent girls describe the cultural activists and their activities? 

4. What is the adolescent girls’ understanding of the obstacles and success factors influencing the 

effectiveness of mosque-based cultural activities? 

5. Based on the findings of this research, what strategies can be proposed to foster empathetic and 

constructive interaction between cultural activists and adolescent girls in order to enhance the 

effectiveness of cultural programs? 

Lecture Review 

Among the limited writings that have been developed on the subject under discussion, a few key 

examples are mentioned: 

1. Article: Documenting the Experience of Mosque-Centered Schools (Case Study: Yaavaran 

Velayat Mosque-Centered School in Qom) 

Authors: Nikdad, Omid; Khan Mohammadi, Karim 

Journal: Spiritual Studies, Spring and Summer 2020, Issue 29, Scientific-Promotional Rank, pp. 

27–60 

This article addresses what constitutes a mosque-centered school, its features and activities, as 

well as its strengths, weaknesses, challenges, and opportunities. The distinction between this 

article and the current thesis lies in the focus: while this article centers on the experience of 

mosque-centered schools, this thesis focuses on documenting the experiences of mosque-based 

cultural activists and the adolescents participating in these cultural activities. Consequently, the 

approaches differ. 

2. Book: A Reflection on the Goals, Functions, and Impacts of Mosque Cultural Centers in Iran 

Author: Azar Aghadadashi 

Publisher: Nikan Ketab, 2010 

This book examines the goals and functions of mosque cultural centers through a library-based 

research method. In contrast, this thesis employs a fieldwork approach and aims to document the 
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experiences of mosque cultural activists and adolescents involved in these activities, thus 

presenting a different research approach. 

3. Book: The Role of Mosque Cultural and Artistic Centers in the Cultural and Social Development 

of the Country 

Authors: Alireza Niroumand, Davood Pakneeyat 

Publisher: Sako, 2017 

This book explores the cultural development of mosques and the factors influencing it. However, 

the current thesis conducts field research and documents the experiences of mosque cultural 

activists and adolescent participants in cultural programs, thereby taking a different approach. 

4. Thesis: Assessing the Training Needs of Managers of Mosque Cultural and Artistic Centers from 

Their Own Perspective 

Advisor: Mohammad Yamani Douzi Sarkhabi 

Student: Mehrdad Seyed Hosseini 

Institution: Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology – Shahid Beheshti University – 

Faculty of Sciences, 2000 (Master's Thesis) 

This thesis attempts to assess the training needs of managers of mosque cultural and artistic 

centers using field research. The key difference between that work and the current thesis is that 

this study focuses on documenting the lived experiences of mosque cultural activists and 

adolescents participating in these cultural activities, employing a different perspective. 

5. Conference Article: Cultural Factors Influencing Mosque Management in Shahrekord (from 

the Perspective of Cultural and Artistic Center Managers) 

Authors: Abbas Ghaydamini Harouni, Nazanin Sadeghzadeh 

Conference: First International Conference on Humanities, Cultural and Social Studies, 2017 

This article focuses on cultural factors affecting mosque management, specifically in 

Shahrekord. In contrast, this thesis documents the experiences of cultural activists and 

adolescents involved in activities at Khatam al-Anbiya Mosque in Pardisan, making the research 

context and approach notably different. 

6. Journal Article: A Model for Assessing the Impacts of Social Networks of Mosque Cultural and 

Artistic Centers in Isfahan Province 

Authors: Reza Ebrahimzadeh, Mohammad Tabesh 

Journal: Social Sciences, Issue 28 

This article investigates the influence of the social networks of mosque cultural centers in 

Isfahan Province. However, this thesis seeks to conduct field research and document the 

experiences of cultural activists and adolescents at Khatam al-Anbiya Mosque in Pardisan, Qom 

— a significantly different context and methodology. 

7. Article: Correlation of Place Attachment Components with Adolescent Identity Formation: With 

a Focus on the Mosque 

Author: Seyyedeh Shima Anousheh 
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Journal: Cultural and Social Studies of Children and Adolescents, Year 2, Issue 2, Serial No. 5, 

Summer 2024, pp. 95–109 

This article explores the role of mosques in forming a coherent and authentic identity among 

adolescents while addressing challenges posed by foreign cultural influences. It emphasizes that 

adolescents' active participation in mosques can help revive their cultural role and reinforce 

identity. The article discusses questions related to adolescents' return to mosques, their emotional 

attachment to these spaces, and the factors influencing their identity. 

8. Article: Strategic Approaches for Mosque-Child and Adolescent Interaction: A Performance-

Importance Analysis 

Authors: Alireza Sharif Fard, Rouhollah Razini, Hossein Abbasi Nozari 

Journal: Islamic Management, Spring 2020, Vol. 28, No. 1 

This article investigates the mosque's role in shaping the identity and character of children and 

adolescents, identifying them as key target groups. It argues that although mosques have spiritual 

potential for guiding youth, they face challenges in engaging newer generations due to lack of 

coordination among cultural institutions and the absence of comprehensive programs. The article 

emphasizes the need for strategic planning and performance analysis to enhance mosque-youth 

interactions and effective upbringing. 

9. Article: A Policy Theory on Cultural-Social Participation of Adolescents Centered Around the 

Mosque 

Author: Reza Amini Harandi 

Affiliation: PhD in Culture and Communication, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran 

This article identifies key components of an ideal policy theory for adolescent cultural-social 

participation centered on mosques. Using a qualitative method and semi-structured interviews, it 

analyzes the data through the Attride-Stirling method and presents three overarching themes: 

"Neighborhood Mosque-Centeredness," "Group-Centeredness in the Mosque," and "Adolescent-

Centeredness in the Group." 

10. Article: "Religious Education in Mosques: Methods of Religious Upbringing and Solutions for 

Preventing Harm" 

Authors: Setareh Mousavi, Ayatollah Poyandeh 

Published: Farvardin 1398 (March–April 2019) 

This article focuses on examining the educational methods used in mosques aimed at attracting youth and 

children and instilling Islamic values. The most common methods of religious instruction are often one-

way and sermon-based, whereas a variety of educational and pedagogical approaches is deemed essential. 

This paper is dedicated to analyzing these methods within the mosque context. 

In addition to the mentioned article, several other studies address documentation of experiences and 

cultural issues related to mosques, briefly outlined below: 

1. Article: "Training Needs Assessment of Managers in the Cultural and Artistic Centers of 

Hormozgan Mosques from the Perspective of Managers and Members" 
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Author: Hashem Mohammadi Chamardani 

Journal: Hormozgan Cultural Research Letter, Issue 14, Spring 1388 (2009), No. 2 

2. Article: "Evaluation of Youth Awareness of Cultural and Artistic Products in Mosques’ 

Cultural-Artistic Centers of Dashtestan" 

Authors: Seyed Mehdi Mohammadi, Pejman Bahadori 

Presented at: The First National Congress on Community Empowerment in Sociology, 

Educational Sciences, and Social and Cultural Studies – 1395 (2016) 

3. Article: "Cultural-Artistic Activities Needs Assessment in Mosque Centers Based on Islamic 

Mosque Standards" 

Authors: Mojtaba Mirzaei Nasab, Mohammad Bagher Babaei Talatepeh 

Conference: Fifth National Conference on Economics, Management, and Accounting – 1399 

(2020) 

4. Article: "The Role of Management in Mosque Cultural-Artistic Centers in Promoting the 

Culture of Reading – A Case Study of Khorasan Razavi" 

Authors: Ali Akbar Rouhi Golkhatmi, Nemat Firoozi 

Conference: Sixth International Conference on New Research in Management, Economics, 

Accounting, and Banking – 1399 (2020) 

5. Article: "The Role of Education and Cultural Promotion in Mosque Centers in Preventing 

Juvenile Delinquency through Social Media" 

Author: Samareh Eslahi 

Conference: First International Conference on Management Laboratory and Innovative 

Approaches in Management and Economy – 1400 (2021) 

6. Article: "Research-Educational Experience Writing During the COVID Era: Managers and 

Teachers of Knowledge and Thought" 

Main Author: Fereshteh Hedayati; Co-authors: Behrooz Roodbarki, Nabiollah Hosseinzadeh 

Journal: New Approach in Educational Sciences, Autumn 1401 (2022), No. 13, pp. 182–189 

7. Article: "Experience Writing and Personal Development" 

Author: Ali Khalkhali 

Journal: School Management Growth, Winter 1394 (2015), No. 111, pp. 34–35 

8. Book: "Unfinished Mission: Reflections on Cultural Work in Iranian Mosques" 

Author: Shahram Nejati, Ahang Ghalam Publishing, 1387 (2008) 

9. Book: "Ten-Year Report of the Supreme Coordination and Supervision Council of Cultural-

Artistic Mosque Centers" 

Supervisor: Mohammad Reza Heshmati; Editor: Davood Pakneeyat, Falah Publishing, 1383 

(2004) 
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10. Book: "Pathology of Cultural-Artistic Centers in Mosques" 

Authors: Mohammad Tabesh, Kobra Raei, Ramazanalimotamedi, Dabizash Publishing 

11. Book: "Atlas of Cultural-Artistic Mosque Centers in Isfahan Province" 

Authors: Seyed Alireza Hosseini, Ramazanalimotamedi; Editors: Mohammad Tabesh, Kobra 

Raei; Language Editors: Masoumeh Rasoulian, Somayeh Mahmoudian, Vaspān Publishing, 

1391 (2012) 

12. Book: "Foundations, Functions, and Characteristics of Mosques" 

Authors: Mohammad Mahdavi Aref, Seyed Javad Hashemi Fesharaki; Editor: Mohammad 

Hassan Fatemi Rad, Vania Publishing, 1395 (2016) 

13. Article: "Mosques and Cultural Jihad" 

Author: Mahmoud Mahdipoor, Kowsar Culture, Summer 1389 (2010), No. 82 

14. Article: "Cultural Drivers of Mosques in Managing Social Harms" 

Author: Reza Abroosh, Islam and Social Studies, Vol. 8, No. 4, Spring 1400 (2021) 

15. Article: "Cultural Pathology of Public Participation in Tehran Mosques and Proposed Solutions" 

Author: Mohammad Reza Rajabalian, Islam and Social Sciences, Fall & Winter 1397 (2018), 

No. 20 

16. Article: "The Role of Mosques as Tools for Cultural Engineering in Social Capital" 

Author: Behnam Arab Bafrani, International Congress of Culture and Religious Thought, 1393 

(2014) 

17. Article: "The Role of Cultural-Social Performance of Mosques in the Social Prevention of 

Juvenile Delinquency" 

Author: Fariba Shayegan, Social Order, Fall 1395 (2016), No. 3 

18. Article: "A Critical Review of the Past and Present of Mosques as the Most Important Cultural 

Institution in the Country" 

Author: Aghapour Kosarolsadat, Congress of Progress Pioneers, 1392 (2013) 

19. Article: "Jihad: A Cultural and Ideological Concept within the Framework of Islamic Lifestyle" 

Authors: Mohammad Janipour, Mohammad Reza Sotoudehnia, Quranic Interdisciplinary 

Studies, Spring-Summer 1392 (2013), No. 1, Issue 8 

20. Article: "The Effect of Ethics on Promoting Organizational Citizenship Behavior in Mosque 

Cultural-Artistic Centers in Isfahan" 

Authors: Razieh Fayyaz, Maryam Azizi Nia, International Conference on Modern Challenges in 

Management, 1394 (2015) 
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21. Article: "Cultural and Social Influences of Early Islamic Cities on Mosques and Palaces" 

Author: Narges Khakbaz, Fourth International Conference on Research in Science and 

Engineering, 1398 (2019) 

22. Book: "Cultural Psychology" 

Author: Steven J. Heine, Persian translation: Nasser Bahonar 

23. Book: "Teaching Religious Concepts Alongside Developmental Psychology," 2nd Edition 

Publisher: Islamic Propagation Organization, International Publishing Company, 1380 (2001) 

24. Book: "Educational Style of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)" 

Author: Mohammad Davoudi, 2nd Edition, Research Institute of Seminary and University, Qom, 

1384 (2005) 

25. Book: "Adolescent Personality Development (With Emphasis on Parenting Styles)" 

Author: Ahmad Borjali, Tehran, Varash Danesh, 1st Edition, 1384 (2005) 

26. Book: "Adolescent Psychology" 

Author: Esmaeil Biabangard, Tehran, Office of Islamic Culture Publishing, 1378 (1999) 

27. Book: "Adolescent Psychology" 

Author: Hossein Nejati, Tehran, Bikaran Publishing, no date 

28. Book: "Pre-puberty Education for Girls," 

Author: Dr. Jessica Gillooly; Persian translation: Fariba Jafari Namini, Tehran, Talaye 

Publishing, 1st Edition, 1381 (2002) 

29. Book: "Parent-Teen Relationship," 

Author: Dr. Shokoofeh Mousavi, Tehran, Ghatreh Publishing, 4th Edition, 1391 (2012) 

30. Book: "Keys to Dealing with Teenagers," 

Author: Don Fontanel; Persian translation: Masoud Hajizadeh, Tehran, Saberine Publishing, 

3rd Edition, 1378 (1999) 

31. Book: "What Parents Should Know About Teenagers," 

Author: Rob Parsons; Persian translation: Neda Shadnazar, Tehran, Ghatreh, 1st Edition, 1387 

(2008) 

32. Book: "How to Raise Your Grown-Up Child?" 

Authors: Gary Chapman, Ross Campbell; Persian translation: Tayebeh Ahmadi, Qom, 

Kheradazin, 1389 (2010) 

33. Book: "Dealing with Teenagers," 

Author: Zahra Mo'tamedi, Tehran, Lak Lak Publishing, 5th Edition, 1373 (1994) 



International Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research 

Volume 4, Issue 2, pp. 62-75 

9 

 

34. Book: "My Teenage Child," 

Authors: Karen Martin and Jane Walbridge; Persian translation: Alireza Karbakhsh, Tehran, 

Shola Publishing, 1st Edition, 1384 (2005) 

35. Book: "The Prophet's (PBUH) Behavior Toward Children and Adolescents," 

Author: Mohammad Ali Chenarani, Mashhad, Astan Quds Razavi, 2nd Edition, 1380 (2001) 

36. Book: "Guide for Fathers and Mothers," 

Author: Mohammad Ali Sadat, Tehran, Islamic Publishing, 5th Edition, Vol. 1, 1374 (1995)  

Research Methodology 

This research adopts a qualitative content analysis approach to examine religious education methods in 

mosques and the associated cultural and educational activities documented in academic articles, books, 

and conference papers. The primary objective is to analyze the strategies utilized in mosques to foster 

religious values among children and youth, while also identifying potential challenges and damages and 

proposing appropriate solutions. The research is exploratory in nature and relies on secondary data, 

including 36 scholarly articles and books published between 1380 and 1402 (2001–2023). These sources 

cover various aspects such as pedagogical methods in mosques, cultural management, social impacts, 

psychological considerations, and family and youth education. The data were collected through purposive 

sampling, selecting documents based on their relevance, credibility, and thematic alignment with the 

objectives of the study. Thematic coding and categorization were applied to the texts to extract 

meaningful patterns and insights related to religious instruction, cultural resilience, youth engagement, 

and damage control mechanisms in mosque-based programs. In the analytical phase, the research 

employed descriptive and interpretative techniques to synthesize the findings across different studies and 

provide a coherent narrative on the role of mosques in religious upbringing and cultural development. By 

integrating interdisciplinary perspectives—including educational psychology, sociology of religion, and 

cultural management—the study aims to develop a conceptual framework for effective religious 

education within mosque settings. The research also identifies gaps in the prevailing one-directional 

preaching methods and highlights the necessity for interactive and diverse educational strategies. 

Particular attention is given to institutional reports and experience-based documentation that reflect real-

life practices in various Iranian regions. The findings are expected to contribute to policy 

recommendations for mosque administrators, religious educators, and cultural planners seeking to 

enhance the social and spiritual engagement of youth through innovative and psychologically aligned 

religious instruction methods. 

Finding 

Overview of Data Collection and Structure 

This study analyzed 36 scholarly resources—comprising academic journal articles, books, and conference 

papers—published between 1380 and 1402 (2001–2023), focusing on religious education methods in 

mosques and related cultural and educational activities. The materials were selected using purposive 

sampling based on criteria such as scholarly credibility, relevance to mosque-based education, and 

inclusion of practical or theoretical insights. The content was coded thematically using a qualitative 
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content analysis framework. Key themes identified included pedagogical approaches, psychological 

engagement, cultural promotion, youth involvement, family integration, and institutional challenges. 

These themes were further grouped into six broader categories to facilitate structured interpretation. 

Pedagogical Methods in Mosques 

The first category focused on educational strategies and methods used for religious teaching in mosque 

settings. The analysis revealed that the predominant approach remains lecture-based, one-directional 

preaching, often delivered by clergy without active learner participation. While traditional sermon 

formats provide theological depth, they often lack interactivity and fail to capture the attention of younger 

audiences. Studies recommend integrating learner-centered methods such as storytelling, visual aids, 

group discussion, role-play, and project-based learning to enhance engagement and understanding. 

Moreover, digital tools and audiovisual resources were found to be underutilized despite their potential to 

modernize religious education. 

Psychological and Emotional Engagement of Youth 

A significant portion of the literature emphasized the psychological factors influencing the effectiveness 

of mosque-based education. It was found that emotional resonance, identity development, and cognitive 

receptivity are critical for sustained religious learning. Youth participants reported higher retention and 

involvement when educational activities addressed their lived experiences, emotional states, and 

aspirations. Several sources highlighted the importance of trust-building, empathy, and mentorship 

between mosque leaders and young learners. The findings underscore that successful religious education 

must move beyond doctrinal instruction to include emotional and behavioral components that resonate 

with contemporary youth. 

Cultural Activities and Community Integration 

The third thematic category involved cultural and extracurricular activities conducted in mosques, such as 

poetry readings, art workshops, sports events, and national-religious ceremonies. These initiatives were 

found to enhance the mosque’s role as a vibrant community center rather than a solely ritualistic space. 

Scholars agree that incorporating arts, sports, and cultural storytelling helps build a bridge between 

religious teachings and the everyday lives of young people. Such programs promote social cohesion, 

foster creativity, and offer a non-threatening environment for youth who may otherwise be disengaged 

from formal religious discourse. 

Role of Families and Intergenerational Education 

Several documents analyzed pointed to the necessity of family involvement in mosque-based educational 

efforts. The data indicate that when parents actively participate in or support mosque programs, children 

show greater consistency in attendance and retention. Intergenerational educational sessions, where 

children and parents learn side-by-side or discuss shared values at home, were found to significantly 

improve learning outcomes. Furthermore, mothers were often identified as key influencers in children's 
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religious upbringing, suggesting that programs targeting women and mothers in particular can amplify the 

overall impact of mosque-based education. 

Institutional Structures and Management Practices 

An essential finding relates to the organizational and managerial frameworks of mosques. Many sources 

pointed out that mosque leadership often lacks formal training in educational management and program 

design. This results in inconsistencies, weak planning, and dependence on volunteerism. Some successful 

cases were identified where mosques had established youth councils, advisory boards, and partnerships 

with educational institutions. The data suggest that strengthening institutional capacity and 

professionalizing mosque management—through training in pedagogy, psychology, and administration—

can significantly improve educational effectiveness. 

Damages and Risks in Current Religious Education Practices 

While exploring positive aspects, the study also identified various shortcomings and damages associated 

with current religious education models. These include the alienation of youth due to rigid or judgmental 

discourse, failure to address modern ethical dilemmas, and an overemphasis on ritual over spiritual 

understanding. Several sources warned that without adapting to generational changes, mosques risk losing 

their relevance to younger audiences. Emotional burnout, mental health neglect, and exposure to 

contradictory social narratives (e.g., on social media) were also cited as key threats to effective religious 

formation. 

Proposed Solutions and Best Practices 

Based on cross-analysis of all sources, a set of actionable solutions was synthesized. Recommendations 

include: diversifying teaching methods, employing trained youth counselors, integrating modern 

psychology into curriculum design, involving parents, forming educational partnerships, and leveraging 

digital media. Notably, mosques that had implemented structured youth engagement programs—such as 

leadership training, youth-led discussion forums, and service-learning projects—reported higher 

participation rates and greater spiritual maturity among attendees. These best practices could serve as a 

model for nationwide implementation if supported by policy and funding. 

Interdisciplinary Insights and Conceptual Implications 

This research also benefited from interdisciplinary insights, particularly from educational psychology, 

cultural studies, and community sociology. The convergence of these disciplines supports a holistic view 

of mosque education, where religious instruction is part of a broader process of identity formation, 

cultural continuity, and emotional support. The data show that successful mosque programs do not 

operate in isolation but are embedded in the social, cultural, and familial ecosystems of participants. The 

study, therefore, recommends adopting an ecosystemic approach to mosque education, where curriculum, 

outreach, and management are interlinked. 

Summary Table of Thematic Findings 
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To consolidate the qualitative findings, the following table provides a summary of the key thematic 

categories, descriptions, and representative examples from the sources analyzed: 

Table 1: Thematic Summary of Data Analysis 

Thematic 

Category 
Description Example or Finding 

Pedagogical 

Methods 
Educational strategies used in mosques 

Mostly lecture-based; need for visual 

and interactive tools 

Psychological 

Engagement 

Emotional and mental factors affecting 

learning 

Empathy and trust enhance youth 

learning effectiveness 

Cultural Activities 
Extracurricular programs promoting 

social bonds 

Poetry, sports, and art programs 

increase youth engagement 

Family Integration 
Role of parents and intergenerational 

influence 

Involving mothers boosts child 

participation and value retention 

Institutional 

Management 

Organizational capacity of mosques to 

manage educational programs 

Structured leadership and partnerships 

improve program consistency 

Identified Risks & 

Damages 

Limitations in current teaching and risks 

to youth religiosity 

Dogmatism, alienation, lack of mental 

health support 

Proposed Solutions 
Strategic recommendations for effective 

education 

Youth-led programs, digital 

integration, psychological training 

Conclusions 

 The findings of this study reveal that while mosques continue to serve as central religious institutions 

within communities, particularly for youth spiritual development, the current educational methods 

employed are often outdated and limited in scope. The dominant model still centers on traditional 

sermon-based teaching, which, although rooted in religious heritage, fails to sufficiently engage 

learners—especially younger generations—who are accustomed to interactive and multimedia forms of 

communication. The analysis suggests that without significant pedagogical reform, mosque-based 

education will struggle to remain relevant in the context of modern societal challenges and youth 

expectations. Furthermore, the lack of consistent training among religious instructors and the absence of 

standardized curriculum materials hinder the development of holistic educational experiences in mosque 

environments. 

This research also highlights the critical psychological and emotional dimensions of effective religious 

education. When young individuals feel emotionally connected, understood, and psychologically safe in 

religious settings, their engagement and internalization of teachings markedly increase. Educational 

content that aligns with their lived experiences, social contexts, and identity struggles proves to be 

significantly more impactful. In this light, incorporating principles from developmental psychology and 

adolescent pedagogy is no longer optional but essential. The importance of mentorship, emotional 

literacy, and positive role models within the mosque context emerged as pivotal elements for achieving 

educational success. Without addressing the mental and emotional realities of learners, even the most 

theologically sound content may fail to leave a lasting impact. 
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From a cultural and community integration standpoint, mosques have the untapped potential to become 

vibrant community centers that foster both spiritual growth and social cohesion. The inclusion of 

extracurricular activities—such as cultural festivals, group discussions, artistic performances, and 

recreational programs—can broaden the mosque’s role and deepen its connection with diverse segments 

of the population, especially youth and women. These culturally grounded activities serve not only as 

bridges between tradition and modernity but also as tools for combating social alienation and promoting a 

shared moral identity. However, these opportunities often remain underutilized due to insufficient 

organizational infrastructure, lack of funding, or resistance to change within the mosque leadership. It is 

therefore crucial to reimagine mosque education as an interdisciplinary and participatory practice that 

extends beyond doctrinal instruction. 

In conclusion, while mosques continue to be valuable institutions for spiritual and moral guidance, their 

educational function requires a strategic overhaul to address both the content and the method of delivery. 

The study confirms that a multidimensional approach—one that integrates family participation, 

psychological sensitivity, cultural creativity, and professional management—offers the most promise. 

Religious education in mosques must evolve from passive knowledge transmission to active learner 

engagement, from rigid hierarchies to inclusive participation, and from isolation to community-oriented 

action. Future reforms should focus on empowering mosque leaders with the tools, training, and 

partnerships necessary to deliver impactful and contextually relevant education that meets the needs of a 

rapidly changing society. 

Practical Managerial Recommendations 

1. Professional Development Programs 

Implement structured training workshops for mosque leaders and educators in pedagogy, youth 

psychology, communication skills, and curriculum design. 

2. Establish Youth and Family Committees 

Create advisory boards composed of youth and parents to co-design relevant and engaging 

educational and cultural programs. 

3. Integrate Multimedia and Technology 

Equip mosques with digital tools—such as projectors, interactive screens, and educational 

software—to modernize teaching methods and increase appeal. 

4. Diversify Educational Content 

Move beyond lecture-based formats by incorporating group work, storytelling, visual arts, and 

real-life case studies to make religious content more relatable. 

5. Develop Partnerships with Schools and Universities 

Collaborate with local educational institutions to access expertise, resources, and mentorship 

networks that can enrich mosque programming. 
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6. Promote Mental Health and Emotional Support 

Employ or collaborate with trained counselors to address emotional well-being and offer 

guidance services for youth and families. 

7. Monitor and Evaluate Program Impact 

Use feedback surveys, attendance tracking, and focus groups to assess the effectiveness of 

programs and adapt accordingly. 
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