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Abstract 

Delinquency is a phenomenon that has affected both the individual and social aspects of human life 

throughout history. The commission of crimes and violations of societal laws not only distances 

individuals from healthy coexistence with society—prompting social reactions—but also challenges the 

very philosophy of human social life, which is built on ensuring security, welfare, and the fulfillment of 

common needs. For this reason, crime prevention has always been a major concern in various societies, 

and different approaches have been employed to achieve this goal. Strategies such as deterrence, 

punishment, incapacitation, target hardening, eliminating crime-inducing situations, and increasing the 

risk of committing crimes are among the methods humanity has tried. However, the growing rate of crime 

indicates the ineffectiveness of these traditional approaches. Research findings suggest that the failure of 

punitive and situational approaches to prevent crime, alongside the efforts of criminologists, sociologists, 

and psychologists to better understand the root causes of criminal behavior, have led to the emergence of 

a new approach known as "developmental prevention." This modern strategy has become the focus of 

preventive efforts and studies conducted by international and regional organizations, as well as many 

developed countries around the world. 
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Introduction 

All social science scholars—whether sociologists or psychologists—emphasize, above all else, the critical 

role of family awareness and its unparalleled influence. While they do not overlook the impact of schools, 

peer groups, mass media, and other social factors, they consider the family to be the most influential 

institution. This is because the process of cultural assimilation begins within the family, and an 

individual's personality is primarily shaped and developed in the embrace of the family. Other factors 

mainly contribute to the individual’s broader socialization. 

Freud believed that personality is made up of three systems: the id, the ego, and the superego. The 

superego represents the internalized values and morals of society taught by parents to the child. 

Essentially, the superego functions as the individual's conscience, judging whether their actions are right 

or wrong. 

Parental and familial behaviors greatly influence how individuals react to situations. These reactions play 

a significant role in shaping the personality during adolescence. Teenagers at this stage need self-

awareness and the identification of their talents—needs that require the supportive presence of parents. 

Without such guidance, they tend to become passive members of society. This is where the issue of how 

individuals are raised becomes central. 

Talcott Parsons argued that the contemporary nuclear family transmits the core values of society to youth, 

particularly those values centered around growth and development—hallmarks of industrial and advanced 

societies. According to him, these values are instilled in children through the roles parents play both 

within the family and in the larger community. Since the family environment and the emotional bonds 

within it differ greatly from those outside the home—and as the individual is exposed to this environment 

from birth, having many of their emotional and material needs met there—it serves as the foundation for 

integrating into broader society. As such, the family's role is more crucial than any other environmental 

factor. 

Naturally, the greater the conflict between parents and adolescents, the more likely it is to lead to anti-

social and maladaptive behavior. Traits such as responsibility, love, perseverance, and independence arise 

only in individuals who possess positive self-esteem and experience healthy family relationships. Such 

relationships foster a sense of security, filling the home with affection and enabling individuals to develop 

their identity through this emotional foundation. 

Despite the significant importance of the family as a fundamental agent of socialization and cultural 

development in adolescents, one critical question remains: How do some families contribute to the 

delinquency and deviance of their children, pushing them toward destruction? 

In this regard, it must be acknowledged that families contribute to juvenile delinquency in various ways. 

Numerous family-related factors can influence delinquent behavior in adolescents, including authoritarian 

parenting styles, parental neglect and inattentiveness, family size, the number of family members, living 

in overcrowded neighborhoods, housing conditions, the death of a parent, parental deviance, hostile 

parental behavior, poor economic status, and the employment and income of parents. 
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One researcher found that family-related variables such as parent-child relationships, family cohesion, 

discipline and supervision, and the family's socio-economic status have significant correlations with 

juvenile delinquency. In testing the social control theory, it was found that greater attachment to parents 

and spending more leisure time with family reduces the tendency of youth toward delinquent behavior. 

Other studies on the topic of family and delinquency have also shown that marital conflict, family 

breakdown, and poor parental supervision significantly affect juvenile delinquency. Delinquency is often 

the result of family failure to properly instill values and norms. According to the researcher, the unmet 

needs and concerns of delinquents are not fundamentally different from those of ordinary individuals—

the difference lies in how they have learned to respond to these pressures. The family, as the first learning 

environment for youth, plays a vital role in shaping delinquent behavior. 

The aim of this study is to examine the impact of various family-related factors on juvenile delinquency. 

Lecture Review 

Research literature 

The concept of family 

Previously , a group of social scientists had defined the family as “a group of individuals whose 

relationships with each other are based on consanguinity and who are considered relatives to each other.” 

Another group of sociologists, in order to generalize the family to include, in addition to consanguinity , 

cases such as adoption and social and contractual acceptances, defined the family as follows: “A group 

consisting of individuals who, through marriage, consanguinity, or adoption, are in mutual relations with 

each other as husband, wife, mother, father, brother, sister, and child, and who have created a common 

culture and live in a specific unit.” Other experts in different fields of human sciences have used similar 

definitions and expressions in defining family. For example, two other definitions are mentioned: Family 

is a group of people who are related to each other through blood, marriage, or adoption and live together 

for an indefinite period of time. Family is a bond that is related to the institution of marriage, which is a 

form of sexual relations that has been approved by society. Family is a social group whose adults ( male 

and female) live together sexually, cooperate economically, and have one or more children. The common 

value of such definitions can be summarized in three axes: 

1. The family is formed on the basis of marriage between two people of opposite sexes. 

2. There are relative (contractual or actual) or causal relationships between its members. 

3. In addition to biological functions (reproduction), educational, training, and economic functions are 

also envisaged for it. 

literal meaning of family is family, lineage, family, wife and children. Family (noun) is family, family, 

family, family , family lineage . In the dictionary, family means family, lineage, family, and lineage, but 

there is disagreement about its idiomatic meaning, and various social scientists have given various 

definitions for it. Each of these definitions focuses on a dimension of the family. Considering the purpose 
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of writing this article and considering Islamic sources, the family can be defined as follows: The family is 

the smallest, simplest, and most general social unit that is formed on the basis of formal marriage between 

a man and at least one woman and develops with the birth of children. 

The concept of a child 

The definition of a child is one of the important and interesting issues in the study of children 's issues . 

The reason for this is that different institutions and laws have provided different definitions of childhood . 

The provision of different definitions and criteria has presented a fundamental problem for planning for 

this group not only in Iran and less developed countries but also in developed countries . The Convention 

on the Rights of the Child defines a child in Article ( 1 ) as follows : " A child means the following 

human beings : " 18 years of age, unless the age of majority is determined to be lower under the law 

applicable to the child. " As can be seen , the definition of " child " under this article depends on the 

domestic laws of each country , and this , as mentioned , creates problems for planning for this group . 

For example , in Britain , criteria such as reaching the age of majority, graduating from school , having 

the right to vote , having a driver 's license , having the right to live independently from the family or the 

right to marry, and finally reaching the age of legal responsibility and being addressed by the courts 

follow various criteria . These various criteria , especially in families , have led to differences of opinion 

about whether an individual is in childhood or has left it behind . 

From the legal point of view of Iran , a minor is someone who has not reached the physical and mental 

development necessary for life in terms of age . Since the real life of a child begins with birth , therefore 

childhood also begins with birth . In Iran , although according to Note 1 of Article 1210 of the Civil Code 

: “The age of puberty for a boy is fifteen full lunar years and for a girl nine full lunar years, ” according to 

Article 79 of the Labor Code, “Employment of persons under the age of 15 is prohibited ,” and also 

according to Article 36 of the Presidential Election Law and Article 29 of the Islamic Consultative 

Assembly Election Law , voters must meet the following conditions : 1- Iranian nationality , 2- Reaching 

the age of 16 and 3- Not being insane”, also according to the latest approvals of the Islamic Consultative 

Assembly in February 2006 , which was also approved by the Guardian Council , the voting age was 

changed to 18 years . Therefore , the existence of such contradictions in the laws And the lack of a 

comprehensive and complete definition prevents proper planning for this group . 

"Children's rights" also refer to the rights that a child has or is deprived of due to his or her being a minor 

; therefore , that part of the laws that do not affect the age of individuals and that apply to everyone, 

including minors and adults, does not fall within the scope of children's rights . 

Approach to children in Iranian law 

Despite the importance of the issue of children and adolescents from an individual and social perspective 

and the prophetic role of providing a legal definition of children and adolescents in a way that can be 

comprehensive and prevent the provision of rights and explain the limits of responsibility and duties of 

children and adolescents, children and childhood are not defined in the current Iranian law , and this is a 

clear deficiency in the legal literature on children. This deficiency becomes more apparent when we know 



International Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research 

Volume 4, Issue 3, pp. 01-31 

5 

 

that Iran has the youngest age composition in the world and, according to the statistics of the Statistical 

Center of Iran for 2006, about 40 percent of the country's population is under the age of 18. 

On the one hand, the term children has inevitably been used in various domestic laws, and on the other 

hand, many international treaties and documents that Iran, including I, has joined and ratified are about 

children's rights, and due to their international aspect and ratification by the Islamic Republic of Iran, they 

are considered to be transnational sources of Iranian law, and the Iranian government is obliged to comply 

with them. Therefore, providing a comprehensive and comprehensive definition of children or children is 

an urgent necessity. In the current legal literature of Iran, the two approaches mentioned in the previous 

discussion (childhood and childhood from the perspective of criminal responsibility and childhood from 

the perspective of protection) are seen sporadically, and therefore, on the same basis, we will also 

mention examples of the aforementioned approaches in Iranian domestic law. 

First Speech : The Criminal Responsibility Approach 

Although the subject of this research is primarily children and adolescents at risk of delinquency based on 

development-based prevention, and therefore, in principle, the issue of determining the age of criminal 

responsibility is not considered, but since determining the age of criminal responsibility is considered one 

of the most important controversies in the issue of juvenile delinquency, which is emphasized by 

international authorities, it is briefly mentioned that the Islamic Penal Code considers children exempt 

from criminal responsibility and, without specifying a specific age for the childhood period, has limited 

the childhood period to the age of legal puberty, and the civil law has declared the age of legal puberty to 

be 15 full lunar years for boys and 9 full lunar years for girls. 

Therefore, the minimum age of criminal responsibility according to Iranian law can be considered as 9 

full lunar years for girls and 15 full lunar years for boys. The specified ages are not free from controversy 

even from a jurisprudential point of view, however, according to international regulations and treaties 

related to the rights of the child, no government is obliged to determine a specific age as the minimum 

age of criminal responsibility, but rather the determination of the minimum age is left to the countries 

themselves based on cultural, social and economic conditions, and it has only been emphasized that this 

age should not be too low. In many countries of the world, the age of criminal responsibility is lower than 

in Iran, but what is important is the differential treatment of children with criminal responsibility until 

they reach a certain age. 

Speech : Supportive Approach 

A look at the international documents and treaties to which the Iranian government has acceded, as well 

as many of Iran's domestic laws, shows the protective logic of these regulations and laws towards 

children until they reach adulthood. This basis is stated in many of these documents and regulations with 

the expression that " the child needs care and protection due to his lack of full physical and mental 

development." Therefore, the basis of this protective logic is, firstly, that the child needs protection due to 

his physical and mental weakness, and secondly, that for this reason he has the right to grow up and that 

governments are obliged to provide the necessary facilities for the survival and growth of children, and 
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thirdly, that all measures and actions taken regarding children by government institutions or the judicial 

and legislative system must be in line with the best interests of the child. The emphasis on the centrality 

of the best interests of the child in all actions concerning the child clearly demonstrates the protective 

logic of laws and regulations in this regard. Regardless of international guidance and advisory sources 

such as the Beijing Rules and the Riyadh Guidelines, binding international sources oblige domestic law to 

this protective logic. Among these sources is the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which leaves it 

up to states to determine the minimum age of criminal responsibility, but requires states to adopt a 

differential approach to adults against offenders who are under 18 years of age, including not issuing 

death sentences or permanent imprisonment for child offenders. The protective stance of the Iranian 

legislator towards children under 18 years of age, regardless of the minimum age of criminal 

responsibility, has a long history. This approach is reflected in the General Penal Code of 1925, the Law 

on the Establishment of Juvenile Courts 

Criminal Code of 1959 and the General Penal Code of 1973. In addition to criminal laws and procedural 

laws, the approach to protecting children under 18 is also frequently seen in other laws and regulations. 

Considering this scattered approach to protecting children and adolescents under 18 on the one hand and 

the international obligations of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the rights of the child on the other, it is 

necessary to distinguish the age of protection for children and adolescents. As children and adolescents 

are entitled to special protection based on their physical and mental requirements and have the right to 

development, and their best interests must be the basis for any decision regarding children, first of all, 

based on international obligations, the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, in its 

concluding observations on the second periodic report of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has asked Iran to 

review its laws and set the age of majority at 18 years. Secondly , in all the aforementioned domestic laws 

and also in the binding and guiding international treaties, 18 years of age has been determined as the age 

of entitlement to protection for children and adolescents. Thirdly, the establishment of criminal laws and 

differentiated procedural rules for children and adolescents under 18 years of age has been a precedent in 

the criminal laws and procedural rules of Iran and is now emphasized by the Committee on the Rights of 

the Child and recommended by international guiding documents such as the Beijing Rules and the Riyadh 

Guidelines, considering that 90 percent of the crimes committed by children and adolescents are 

punishable and the general sentence (al-ta’zir ma’irah al-hakam) does not contradict Islamic law. 

Therefore, regardless of the age that is determined as the minimum age of criminal responsibility 

(minority), determining 18 years of age as the age of entitlement to protection for children and 

adolescents and adopting differential protective measures for children until they reach the age of 18 is 

both consistent with the right to development of children and has fulfilled the purpose of international 

treaties and will not create a challenge to the minimum legal age (minority). The specific result of this 

paragraph is the proposal to determine 18 years of age as the age of protection for children and 

adolescents in domestic criminal and non-criminal laws and international documents and treaties. 

Research Methodology 

In this study, two methods—documentary-library research and observation—were used to collect the 

necessary data and information. The choice of research method among the various available approaches 

was based on the nature of the research topic, as well as its scope and limitations. Therefore, the research 
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method of this paper is explanatory-analytical. Due to the use of library studies, it falls under the category 

of meta-analytical research, and considering the data collection method, it is classified as documentary. 

Finding 

Functions of the family 

In the field of family function, both psychologists, family therapists, and sociologists have discussed and 

investigated, and each has expressed functions for the family in a different way. William Ogburn and 

Clark Tibbits, two sociologists, emphasized six basic functions for the family in 1934, which are: 

reproduction, support and care, socialization, regulation of sexual behavior, affection and companionship, 

and providing a social base. Although the family also has other functions, such as: education, religious 

education, meeting economic needs, growth and stabilization of personality, etc., the six mentioned are 

important functions for the family. Steinhauer and his colleagues proposed the process of family function 

along five dimensions, which are: 1. Performing a task; 2. Performing a role; 3. Communication 

(including emotional expression); 4. Emotional involvement; 5. Control. 

Topic One: Types of Family Functioning Based on Positive or Negative Approach 

First Speech : Positive Approach 

Although the family is known as the first social unit , it has many complexities , such that its recognition , 

its importance , and its impact and functions have been of great interest to various experts . Accordingly , 

just as numerous definitions have been presented for it and its importance in various individual , social , 

and other fields has been emphasized , different functions have also been presented for it , some of which 

are described below . 

paragraph : Biological and reproductive function , such as family : 

The presence of children in the family strengthens the family . Perhaps this function is one of the 

functions that all people , whether they are experts or not, are familiar with . A husband and wife who get 

married , Or they will soon be expecting a child. Although there may be differences between different 

individuals , cultures and societies in terms of when to have children, the number of children and the age 

gap between them , the birth of a child is a common concern across all cultures , societies, and different 

economic and social classes . 

Second paragraph : The educational and training functions of the family: 

One of the basic duties of the family, in addition to giving birth to children, is to pay attention to their 

upbringing . The family fulfills this function by providing a favorable environment, suitable facilities and 

conditions , and supervising the upbringing and education of children . In the past , before the 

establishment of full - time schools and colleges , the duties Education and training and the creation of job 

skills have been the responsibility of the family. And children and adolescents, through informal 

education and also from parents and adults in the family, were familiar with social ethics and various 

professions and jobs in society . Considering the current living conditions , especially in developed 



International Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research 

Volume 4, Issue 3, pp. 01-31 

8 

 

societies , some of this function has been assigned to kindergartens , schools and other educational and 

training institutions . However , it is necessary to pay attention to this point that no None of these 

institutions will be able to fully influence the family . Therefore , it is essential that families fully fulfill 

their role in this task and acknowledge its importance . 

paragraph : Satisfying and satisfying sexual needs as a function of the family : 

In every society , efforts are made to control sexual issues and needs due to their high pull , although 

different methods can be observed among different societies for such control . In any case , in all societies 

, the fundamental and profound role of the family in meeting sexual needs in a healthy way is confirmed . 

By providing a healthy and favorable environment and appropriate relationships , the family fulfills such 

a role and prevents the emergence of problems related to sexual needs . 

paragraph : The function of the family as a provider of the physical and mental health of its members: 

One of the duties of the family is to ensure physical and mental security for each member of the family . 

In this way , it ensures their physical and mental health . Providing food , hygiene , and a suitable 

emotional and psychological atmosphere provide the conditions for the growth and development of 

individuals . It is obvious that in families where this function is facing problems , the lack of provision of 

nutritional needs , the lack of access to health and physical conditions , prepares the ground for 

contracting various diseases . On the other hand , not paying attention to the emotional issues of family 

members, including meeting their psychological needs , implementing appropriate communication 

methods , and teaching them how to deal with the problems of individuals who are in a psychologically 

unhealthy situation , will be a transformation of society. For this reason , it is necessary for each 

individual to first meet their own and others ' emotional and psychological needs when forming a family 

and then throughout their life together . Family members should pay attention and show interest in 

training and obtaining the necessary information in these fields . 

Research shows that couples who do not have adequate mental health often raise maladjusted and 

unhealthy children . Depressed mothers often have depressed children , and depressed people face many 

problems both individually and socially . This issue does not end with depression alone ; all mental 

disorders , whether mild or severe , have an undesirable impact on the emotional climate of the family . 

The troubled family is very important in the etiology of social harm . 

Section Five: Economic and Social Functions of the Family: 

In traditional societies, the family performed this function through direct work and economic activity , 

education , and the direct transmission of jobs from parents to children . Today, with the industrialization 

of societies , the situation has changed in a way that It is found and mainly such a function is applied 

indirectly . It is less obvious that jobs are inherited , but the family influences their economic activity and 

career choice by providing the necessary conditions and facilities for its young people . The family also 

provides direct and indirect education to the socialization process of children , affecting the level of 

success in social affairs . Healthy families usually have children who have various social activities and 

more appropriate social relationships . 
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Second Speech : Negative Approach 

From this perspective , it is argued that the family does not provide benefits for the individual and society 

, and that in addition to its positive functions , it also has some negative functions , including : 

First paragraph : Dependence on others 

The family has many positive effects on the care and maintenance of children and their socialization , but 

sometimes, due to excessive attention from parents , a child becomes dependent on others . In addition , 

family members feel so close to each other that this leads to a kind of limitation and , as a result , leads to 

tension and conflict . 

Second paragraph : The problem of rapid population growth : 

also possible that, as the conditions of society change, the desirable effects and results of a social system 

may turn into undesirable and inappropriate effects and results for the overall social system. For example, 

reproduction, which throughout history has been one of the important effects of the existence of the 

family on the overall social system, in conditions such as today's conditions of society, if it exceeds a 

certain limit, it will have undesirable effects. Today, in some societies, this issue has become a social 

problem. 

topic : The function of the family based on works 

Speech : The Function of Growth 

Psychologists have studied the family and parental elements that enhance the social competence of 

adolescents, and many studies have pointed out the importance of the impact of family functioning on 

adolescent development and have examined parental processes, including the managerial and supervisory 

role of parents, family cohesion , parent -adolescent communication, parenting style, and many other 

factors . These findings suggest that control, cohesion, and lack of conflict in the family environment can 

lead to positive growth in self-concept and social competence. Family functioning (freedom versus 

control, control methods in two dimensions: persuasion and coercion, warmth versus coldness, and family 

members' relationships with each other in the dimensions of family members' intimacy with each other, 

responsibility and cooperation of family members, and the method of resolving family members' disputes 

with respect to the two methods of persuasion and coercion), family structure ( single parenthood and 

dual parenthood or parental involvement in risky behaviors), and risky behaviors (illegal substance use 

including cigarettes, alcohol, and drugs; relationships with the opposite sex; suicide including threats or 

actions; and violence including membership in violent groups, verbal violence, beatings, and carrying 

weapons, including firearms or knives) are effective in children's development . 

Second Speech : Sociability and Control Function 
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Socialization is a process during which an individual learns and internalizes the norms , values , and other 

religious , social , cultural , and political elements of their group or environment , and integrates them 

with their own unique personality .  

Socialization " is another important function of the family. In defining "socialization", sociologists have 

considered it a process through which humans learn the ways of life of their society, acquire a personality, 

and find the readiness to function as a member of a society . In this way , they learn the skills of being 

accepted in society ; the family is the first and most important institution that is responsible for the 

socialization of children in life , the values that an individual accepts are first learned within the 

framework of the family . In Islam, considering the unique talents of parents and the necessity of their 

commitment to their children , and considering the biological and protective functions of the family , 

upbringing in the family environment takes priority over other methods of transmitting culture .. 

Chapter Two: Family dysfunction: 

Topic One: Developmental dysfunction 

when the child, as a being full of needs, enters the family and establishes a relationship with the main 

pillars of the family, namely the parents. Providing for the child's emotional and biological needs is the 

first basic step of the family in fulfilling its developmental duties towards the child. In the first moments 

after birth and the beginning of social life, the child is in dire need of the mother's warm embrace, 

support, and care due to stepping into an unknown environment and being released from the enclosed and 

safe environment of the prenatal period. On the other hand, due to its nutritional dependence on the 

mother, it needs to be provided with appropriate nutrition ( breast milk). These two basic aspects of the 

child's physical and emotional needs are the initial steps in the formation and construction of his 

personality in the future, and providing for these two important needs until the end of childhood is the 

indisputable and future-shaping right of every child and, consequently, the basic duty of every family. In 

such a way that disruption in the provision of these two important needs can be considered the most 

harmful dysfunction of the family. 

Speech : Misbehavior and Neglect 

abuse or neglect, or neglect of a child's basic biological and psychological needs, referred to in the 

literature as child neglect, is the most important risk factor for a child's physical, mental, and behavioral 

health. 

Speech : Weak Family Situation 

position of the family and being in the lowest social classes are important and effective factors in creating 

the risk of children and adolescents becoming delinquent. Although the level of analysis in the study of 

children and adolescents at risk and development-oriented prevention is at the individual level, and in this 

regard, the study of the entire system is not its main subject, we will briefly mention the social and 

economic position of the family, which is effective in meeting the developmental needs of children and 
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adolescents. The economic, social and cultural position of each family gives it a position in society that 

can be called the social position of the family. 

Speech : Incorrect Parenting Style and Lack of Parenting Skills 

The addition of a child to the primary family nucleus will inevitably lead to a relationship between 

parents and children, and given the position of the parties to this relationship, where on one side, parents 

with socially defined roles as providers of the child's physical and emotional needs, are supportive and 

caring, and on the other side, the child is full of needs and dependence; regardless of the family's social 

status and position, parents will have a common way of relating to the child, which can be called the 

parenting style. Regardless of the effects that the parenting style has on the child 's socialization process, 

since the child goes through the stages of his physical and emotional development, the parenting style 

affects the process of emotional development and the formation of his personality, and in this way, the 

child will have the necessary personality capabilities for adaptation and harmony, or it will form the 

foundations of social incompatibility and non-adaptation in his personality. Psychologists have studied 

different parenting styles, each of which shapes different personalities in children and leads to different 

behavioral outcomes in children. 

Topic Two: Disturbance in Sociability Functioning 

Speech : The Role of the Family in a Acceptable Society  

society is made up of individuals who have agreed to shape their behavior within certain frameworks, 

observe rules, and act according to agreed behavioral patterns. This arrangement establishes order and 

continuity in social life, and both individuals and society benefit from it . Deviant behavior is behavior 

that disrupts social order by violating accepted social rules and violating agreed behavioral patterns, and 

in severe cases, society acts to prevent it by criminalizing it and determining criminal penalties. Birth and 

death of individuals in society are the most important processes of change in members of society: 

individuals leaving and new members entering society. In order to continue its survival and maintain 

order, society is forced to, on the one hand, teach new individuals the values, norms, and behavioral 

patterns that sustain social order, and to reinforce these values and patterns within them, and on the other 

hand, require them to act in accordance with these presented patterns and norms and to refrain from 

violating them. 

Sociologists consider personality to be the learned organization of individual behavior through the 

process of socialization, which is shaped by the agents of primary socialization, namely the family, 

school, and peer group. The behavior of each individual is a specific function of his personality 

organization, and the genetic structure of personality develops through the process of learning and 

interaction with the primary socialization environments (family, school, and peers). Therefore, as 

mentioned, socialization, on the one hand, by transmitting socially acceptable norms, values, and 

behavioral patterns, institutionalizes social order, ensures the survival of society, and on the other hand, 

by transmitting its desirable values and behavioral patterns to individuals, it shapes their personalities and 

ensures the harmony of individuals in social life. Socialization is achieved through two main mechanisms: 
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learning the patterns, norms, and cultural values of an environment and internalizing them. Learning 

means learning patterns and behavioral customs from others, receiving and analyzing the reflections of 

the environment, which are embedded in the individual's psychological organism through imitation, 

repetition, encouragement and punishment, and trial and error experience and guide his behavior. After 

learning, the individual tries to integrate the learned elements of culture and social system with his 

personality system (perception of events, perspective-taking, motivation and behavior patterns) and shape 

his personality on the same basis.. 

Speech : Disturbance in Family Socialization 

The most fundamental function of the family in the child as a social being is to create abilities and 

capabilities in him that enable him to assume a social role as a useful, effective and harmonious member 

and to carry out its social action in accordance with accepted norms, values and patterns . As previously 

stated, this function of the family is called socialization and is achieved through two main processes of 

learning and internalizing norms, values and behavioral patterns. Disruption in either of these two 

processes causes a defect in socialization, putting the child at risk of deviating from accepted social 

standards and committing delinquency. 

Upon birth and entering the social environment, a child learns norms, values, and acceptable behavioral 

patterns in various ways. This learning is sometimes direct, through observing behavioral patterns in 

adults, and sometimes indirectly, through observing and receiving feedback from relevant adults about the 

child's behavior. The process of learning social norms and socially acceptable behavioral patterns may be 

disrupted in various ways, which exposes the child to a tendency toward abnormal behavior and 

delinquency. 

paragraph : Modeling inequality 

After entering the family, the child begins to learn and model what he sees, and therefore the child's 

learning process begins with observation and modeling and is then reinforced through other mechanisms. 

Parents and family members are the closest behavioral models available to the child . By observing the 

behavior of the parents and being exposed to their individual and social views and attitudes, and based on 

his own temperament and personality structure, the child perceives that behavior, finds a certain attitude 

towards it, is motivated and behaves according to the same model. If the family provides the child with 

maladaptive and undesirable behavioral models , the path towards abnormality and non-conformity will 

be opened for him. A clear example of non-conformity modeling in the family is observing a behavioral 

model of aggression, violence and aggression in the family. The presence of violent and aggressive 

parents causes the child to learn violence and aggression as a behavioral model and to adopt the parents' 

violent and aggressive behavior as a desirable model for resolving disputes and expressing desires and 

demands. The pattern of aggression in families includes the parents' aggression towards the child as well 

as the parents' aggressive speech and behavior towards each other or towards others. The child's exposure 

to a violent behavioral model teaches him that he too will choose to use harassing and violent behavior to 

achieve his desires in cases of conflict with others. The child learns that he can succeed in the family by 

beating, shouting and other violent behaviors of a violent person, and in this regard, he learns this 
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behavioral model as a successful survival model in such a family environment. The child considers the 

obedience of family members to the violent parent or adult as the reason for the success of this behavioral 

pattern and learns it. The intensity of the effect of the child's imitation of the parents is due to the 

legitimacy and acceptability of the position that the inconsistent model has in the child's mind. The child 

considers his parents as a source of power and therefore considers aggression and violence in the 

relationship between the weak and the strong as permissible and effective. Therefore, when he himself is 

in the position of the parent, he will use the same method of aggression towards his children and will 

respond violently to his children if his wishes are not fulfilled. 

Paragraph Two: Normative Contradiction 

One of the most important requirements for a child's desirable socialization in the family is the existence 

of a clear and appropriate normative system and behavioral rules, and parents who are coordinated, 

decisive, supportive, and guiding. In such an environment, the child easily observes and learns behavioral 

rules in the words and actions of the parents, and since the parents use the tools of encouragement and 

punishment correctly, the child accepts the behavioral pattern that has met with a favorable response from 

the parents or has led to receiving a reward from the parents as an acceptable behavioral pattern, and 

recognizes and abandons the behavior that has met with a negative reaction from the parents as 

undesirable behavior. In such a favorable family environment, behavioral rules are clear and the result of 

behavior is predictable, and the child goes through the process of socialization, learning social norms and 

values, easily, in a desirable and successful manner. However, an important risk that threatens the desired 

socialization of children from the opposite direction is that the family does not provide the child with a 

clear normative system, the parents provide the child with contradictory behavioral models, the standards 

of encouragement and punishment from the parents are vague and contradictory, and the child cannot 

clearly predict the consequences of his actions, which will make it difficult for the child to learn desirable 

social norms and recognize an acceptable behavioral model. 

Paragraph Three: Deviant Subculture 

status of the family, in addition to its effects on the developmental dimensions of children, also has a 

significant impact on the process of their socialization. The family's location in the lower social classes, 

very low and insignificant income, and very low level of cultural capital of the family cause the family to 

reside in an area that does not have the necessary conditions for the child's desired socialization and will 

intensify his tendency towards inequality patterns. In other words, the social, economic, and cultural 

status of the family provides different opportunities for socialization to children and adolescents. The 

social context surrounding each family determines the extent to which families have access to social, 

economic, and cultural resources and facilities. In their research on the social factors of juvenile and 

adolescent delinquency, Shaw and McKay studied the condition of neighborhoods inhabited by 

delinquent children and adolescents by examining indicators such as the percentage of affluent families, 

average rent, and the percentage of homeowner families in a neighborhood as criteria for assessing 

economic status. They found that neighborhoods with the lowest economic status had the highest crime 

rates . They found that crime rates were not simply a function of economic status, but that regardless of 
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economic status, crime rates were correlated with the presence of socially disadvantaged classes in a 

neighborhood. 

Fourth paragraph : Self-concept of deviation 

Each person has an idea, feeling, and perception of themselves and evaluates their characteristics, skills, 

and characteristics in a certain way. The self-concept or view that each person has of themselves is 

formed over time during childhood. The formation of self-concept is the result of the interaction between 

the child and the environment around him, especially the family. The child's actions in the family 

environment result in a kind of reaction and feedback from parents and family members, and the child 

evaluates himself by considering the positive or negative reactions of others to his performance, and the 

result of this interaction is the formation of a positive or negative self-concept in the child . The formation 

of self-concept is an important part of the learning process that is considered one of the main components 

of socialization. Parents, through the reactions they show to the behavior of children and adolescents, 

actually teach them what kind of behavioral pattern is expected of them. The interaction between a child 

and the environment is effective in shaping his personality, and in fact, a child's personality is like a 

mirror in which the image reflects the effects of society and the judgments of others about him. 

The reaction that parents make to the child reinforces and encourages the tendency towards conformity or 

nonconformity in him. A child brings home a valuable object from a neighbor's house without the owner's 

knowledge, a student reports cheating on an exam to his parents as a form of cleverness , and another 

child breaks a neighbor's house with an expensive glass ball and runs away to his parents' lap. The 

reaction that parents show to these abnormal behaviors in children will reinforce the tendency towards 

conformity or nonconformity patterns. Parents who, from childhood, set a worthy and high social and 

academic position for their child, intervene upon observing the slightest disturbance in the child's 

educational or upbringing process, eliminate the disturbance, and guide the child to prominent social 

horizons will cause the child to shape his or her personality dimensions based on the same lofty ideals and 

not expect weakness or laxity in education from himself or herself. On the contrary, parents who always 

consider their children worthy of jobs in the lower class of job ranks, do not set high educational and 

career aspirations for them, consider them worthy of academic failure, and consider absenteeism and 

running away from school a trivial matter in their eyes, thus strengthening the formation of a deviant self-

concept in the child. 

paragraph : Disruption in the internalization process 

completion of the socialization process in the family will be possible when the family, in addition to 

providing models of conformity and socially accepted values and norms, is able to incorporate these 

norms and values into the personality system of the child and adolescent, and social values become ways 

of acting, thinking, and feeling within. In fact, the basis of this section is whether the mere existence of 

values, norms, and a positive behavioral model in parents is sufficient for the completion of the child's 

desired socialization in the family environment. How does a child or adolescent accept the social values 

and norms received from the family environment as their own value and normative model and act 

according to them? Why do children and adolescents, despite the dominance of positive values and norms 
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within the family, not accept them and adopt abnormal behavior ? In response, it should be said that 

socialization, meaning the individual's adaptation to accepted values, norms, and behavioral patterns, is 

complete when the individual internalizes social norms, and as sociologists put it, "by transferring the 

social system to the personality system through the primary agents of socialization, in other words, the 

behavioral conformity of the personality system with the social system," is what socialization is achieved. 

Social influence, or the power and ability of parents to influence the thoughts and behavior of children 

and adolescents, will lead to the child's complete socialization if this influence leads to conformity. 

Conformity, which can be considered the family's success in influencing the thoughts and behavior of 

children and adolescents, is the result of the existence of belonging and emotional and value bonds 

between the family and the child. 

topic : Impaired control function 

Speech : Definition of Control Mechanisms 

paragraph : Definition of control 

After a child enters the social arena, is exposed to accepted behavioral patterns, and learns social values, 

norms, and roles (desirable socialization and creating conformity), ensuring the child's continued 

conformity and behavioral adaptation requires his or her continued adherence to social norms. In this 

regard, social units use tools and mechanisms to prevent members from deviating from accepted 

behavioral standards and social norms. "The set of methods, measures, and means that a society or group 

uses to achieve its goals and guide its individuals to observe its accepted customs, habits, rituals, rites, 

and norms" is called social control. 

Section Two: Control Mechanisms 

on the institutions that implement social control and the mechanism that is used to control individuals, 

some of which are relevant to the topic of discussion are mentioned. 

Formal and informal control : Formal control is the most obvious type of control over the behavior of 

individuals, which is exercised by formal institutions of society and consists of a set of measures taken by 

government law enforcement, security and judicial agencies to prevent the occurrence of crime and to 

prosecute and punish criminals. Therefore, this control is coercive and based on coercion on the one hand, 

and on the other hand, its scope is limited to norms that are officially guaranteed by laws and regulations 

to be enforced with discipline, which includes two important areas of this control: criminal control by the 

judiciary and its related institutions, and organizational control by each social organization on its 

members. The behavior of individuals is not simply controlled by formal institutions, but rather the tacit 

agreement of members of a society on accepted values, norms, and behavioral patterns, which makes 

violating these norms prohibited, opposed, and condemned by everyone at any time and place, and 

individuals' fear of this opposition, public condemnation, and exclusion from society controls their 

behavior and prevents them from violating social norms. This control, which is referred to as informal 

control, mainly has " value and emotional" tools and is especially exercised by primary socialization 

authorities, including family, school, and peer group, where emotional relationships are very strong. 
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Formal control is very vulnerable because it is based on coercion and recourse to formal controlling 

institutions. The reason for this is the inability of formal control authorities to encompass all behavioral 

tools of individuals on the one hand and the lack of penetration into the intellectual and belief structure of 

individuals on the other hand, while informal control, due to its emotional and value bases, penetrates the 

intellectual and belief structure of individuals and , relying on convincing members of the necessity of 

following norms, motivates them to uphold social values and norms. 

Section Three: Control Tools 

Given that internal control is fundamentally based on the value and emotional dimensions of an 

individual's personality, it controls an individual's behavior through value control and emotional control. 

control : Acceptance of social values and norms and acting according to accepted patterns of social 

behavior that is achieved through the process of socialization, leads to the approval and respect of others, 

especially the agents of socialization, and at the top of them, parents and family, and causes the child to 

feel self-esteem, self -worth , and respect for himself and to feel good. This feeling causes the child and 

adolescent to consider themselves a valuable and worthy place in the family and parents' perspective and 

to avoid anything that harms this feeling of being good and self-worth. Therefore, the child and 

adolescent, due to satisfying the need for respect and feeling of self-worth as a result of accepting and 

acting on the values and norms accepted by the parents, will avoid any action that would deprive the 

parents and family of their respect for him and will try to maintain the valuable place and continuity of 

self-respect in the family . 

Fourth paragraph : Elements of social bonding 

To determine whether there is a bond between the social influencer and the individual that is necessary 

for internal control, it is necessary to know the elements of this bond. In other words, in order to know 

whether the family is able to exercise internal control over its children and adolescents, it is necessary to 

know whether there is a social bond between the family and the child. To determine this, we must 

examine the existence of the elements of the bond. Travis Hirsch, one of the most important theorists of 

social control, has listed the four components of the social bond as follows: 

The existence of attachment: The existence of attachment and attachment between the individual and the 

social influencer is a necessary condition for internalizing norms and values. Without a doubt, the 

individual wholeheartedly accepts the behavioral patterns and norms of the reference person to whom he 

feels attached and looks at his positions and opinions with sensitivity. 

Belief in social values and norms: Another important factor in strengthening the bond between the 

individual and the control authority is his belief in the values and norms introduced by that authority. If 

the individual considers the introduced norms to be morally valid and believes that acting contrary to the 

recognized norms is not correct, it seems very unlikely that he will exhibit abnormal behavior. For 

example, a student who believes that cheating on an exam is ugly will be very unlikely to cheat even if he 

is not invigilated during the exam session. 
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speech : Impaired control function 

The priority of the role of the family authority due to the child's comprehensive dependence on the family 

on the one hand and the low efficiency of official control tools due to the small age of children on the 

other hand, makes the control role of the family of particular importance, so that researchers consider the 

family to be the most important source of control over the behavior of children and adolescents. Ivan Nye 

often considers the delinquency of children and adolescents to be due to the weakness of family control. 

Family supervision includes external and internal dimensions of control, and internal control is of greater 

importance. 

Paragraph One: External Control Deficiency 

Lack of control: Children, especially teenagers, are more influenced by their peers as they enter 

adolescence and have more contact with their peers and develop a sense of independence from their 

family. Therefore, parents' lack of supervision over their children's friends and associates puts them at 

risk of associating with and following the example of abnormal friends and peers. Steinberg's (1990) 

research showed that 10- to 16-year-old children whose parents did not know where they were and what 

they were doing were more exposed to peer pressure than others. 

A study conducted by Jafari and colleagues among 50 delinquent girls aged 16-17 showed that 58 percent 

of these girls lived apart from their families and 42 percent of them had become deviant due to 

associating with inappropriate friends. 

research showed that in 64 percent of cases, mothers did not exercise adequate and competent control 

over their children's behavior, while this ratio was 13 percent for non-delinquent adolescents. 

Also, Kamkar and his colleague's research on 30 delinquent adolescents aged 18-20 showed that parental 

supervision over them was accompanied by extreme laxity and neglect. 

Overall, evidence from numerous studies suggests that parents' greater attention to their children's affairs 

and monitoring and caring for adolescents' behavior reduces behavioral problems and the risk of their 

delinquency in the future. 

control : In emphasizing the need for parents to care for the behavior and relationships of children and 

adolescents, it is necessary to pay attention to the fact that if the control and supervision of parents over 

the behavior and relationships of children and adolescents is inappropriate and intense, this control will 

have the opposite effect and the risk of abnormalities in the child's behavior and delinquency in the future 

will increase. Campbell and his colleagues' research in 1991 and 1996 proved that negative control by 

parents and strict disciplinary regulations during childhood indicate an increased risk of aggressive 

behavior and other behavioral problems. As a child enters the adolescence stage and as one of the stages 

of development, he needs to gain independence from the family, and on this occasion his relationships 

with peers increase so that he can experience identity independence in equal conditions and without adult 

influence. If parents are indifferent to this natural need of the teenager and prevent his healthy 
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relationships with like-minded friends through strict control , the teenager's independent identity will be 

distorted and may even lead to physical confrontation with parents, hiding, or running away from home. 

Paragraph 2: Internal control deficiencies 

authorities of children and adolescents, headed by the family, are based on persuasion and adopting a 

method that leads to the internalization of values and norms by children and adolescents, rather than using 

coercion to force individuals to comply with the desired norms and values . Since persuasion is 

fundamentally based on attraction and trust, if the family's performance cannot attract the child or, by 

gaining his trust, place him in a reassuring position in the family, it will not be successful in persuading 

the child to accept and comply with the norms. 

Conclusions 

The Family and Its Disintegration: Causes and Effects on Juvenile Delinquency 

The family is one of the earliest institutional, public, and global systems created to meet essential human 

needs and ensure the survival of society. While it is the smallest social unit, the family serves as the core 

of society and the foundation of any large social structure. It remains one of the most crucial institutions 

within human communities. 

The conditions and circumstances of family conflict—such as divorce (between parents or spouses), death 

of parents or spouse, the presence of a stepfather or stepmother, and the existence of half-siblings—play a 

significant role in the emergence of delinquency. Separation and divorce lead to consequences, including 

the child being passed between parents, or placed with uncles, aunts, and others. Consequently, the child 

struggles to find a stable and supportive refuge. Inexperience and the presence of inappropriate 

individuals in their environment create fertile ground for deviation. The oppression and abuse the child 

suffers may lead to them becoming vengeful and resentful, laying the groundwork for a criminal 

predisposition. 

Family Breakdown 

Conflicts between parents result in children being deprived of proper care and supervision. This unhealthy 

and unwelcoming family atmosphere, combined with a lack of emotional warmth and intimacy, pushes 

children to seek companionship elsewhere. Due to neglect and inadequate upbringing, they become more 

susceptible to addiction. The profound and comprehensive influence of the family on a child’s 

development, socialization, and control mechanisms has led to recognition of a child's right to parental 

identification, care, and growth within a family setting. In contrast, separating a child from their family is 

deemed one of the most serious threats to their healthy development. Therefore, the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child urges member states to ensure that no child is separated from their parents against 

their will. 

Nevertheless, the number of children who lose their families due to reasons such as divorce, parental 

death, child runaways, or child trafficking is steadily increasing. According to statistics in Iran, between 
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1997 and 2002, the number of hardship-related family court cases increased by 527%, and the number of 

registered divorces in 2003 had grown by 91% compared to 1996. 

Manifestations of Family Disintegration 

Despite international child rights documents emphasizing that "a child should grow up in a family 

environment filled with happiness, love, and understanding for the full and harmonious development of 

their personality," real-life social experiences show that worldly life is full of events that can disrupt this 

harmonious family space. Events such as divorce, abandonment by parents, death, or imprisonment 

impose tremendous pressure on children, shaking every aspect of their biological, educational, and 

emotional well-being. If not given special protection in such situations, children face a high risk of 

deviation and delinquency. A South African proverb says, "If the bird dies, its eggs rot," which 

metaphorically conveys the damaging effects of family collapse. 

Beyond parental death, the rising rates of divorce in many countries and the widespread use of 

imprisonment as punishment across legal systems indicate an increasing number of children without 

guardians and disintegrated families. In the U.S., one-third of marriages typically end in divorce within 

five years. 

Section One: Divorce and Abandonment 

Family disintegration due to divorce, separation, or abandonment by one parent is among the most 

harmful events in a child's life. Unlike other life events that may happen suddenly, divorce is a process 

marked by a series of risk factors that begin long before the actual separation. Divorce signifies the 

eruption of a destructive force in family life that begins well before the physical separation of the 

parents—during a period of misunderstanding, conflicts, toxic interactions, emotional detachment, and 

disruption in the child's emotional and behavioral development. Even after the legal divorce, these 

tensions often continue to affect the child. 

Thus, divorce imposes a crushing weight on top of the pressures the child experiences before and after the 

event. The more cumulative the stress in the child’s life, the greater the negative impact of the divorce. 

Divorce is also more likely to occur in the early years of marriage, putting younger children at greater risk 

of experiencing parental separation. 

Section Two: Imprisonment of Parents 

Parental imprisonment is another significant event that profoundly affects a child’s development, 

socialization, and family control. Beyond the general impact of parental absence, incarceration has 

damaging psychological and social effects. Research shows that children of incarcerated parents often 

suffer from emotional and psychological trauma, displaying aggressive behaviors, social withdrawal, 

delinquent conduct, depression, and concentration problems. Despite these profound impacts, children's 

circumstances are rarely considered during sentencing procedures. 
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As incarcerated parents are typically held in prisons outside urban areas, parent-child contact is severely 

disrupted. Limited transportation access and family reluctance to expose children to prison environments 

further exacerbate this disconnection. 

Section Three: Death of Parents 

The death of a parent is a natural but impactful event that disrupts family structure and function. 

Childhood is filled with needs for belonging, love, security, and physical care. When a parent dies, all of 

these needs are threatened. The child’s emotional bond, sense of security within the family, and even 

physical necessities like food, clothing, and shelter are affected. 

Aside from the environmental changes following a parent's death, the grief experienced by children is 

often more intense than that of adults. Children have a limited understanding of death and struggle to 

express their feelings. They find it harder to endure emotional pain and suffering, and socially, being 

labeled as orphans places them at a disadvantage compared to peers. Studies show that grieving children 

may experience a variety of maladaptive behaviors such as hostility toward others or the deceased, 

attempts to replace the lost parent, imitation, aggression, discipline problems, learning difficulties, and 

feelings of guilt or anxiety. The effects of a parent’s death also vary depending on the child’s age and 

gender. 

The Impact of Family Disintegration on Juvenile Delinquency 

Before analyzing the effects of family disintegration on juvenile delinquency, it is necessary to explore 

the relationship from a logical and criminological perspective. In criminology, the focus is on identifying 

the causes of delinquent behavior.  

This definition has been recognized for centuries in the rich and fertile culture of our land and has 

had precise and continuous application in all scientific fields. According to the account by P. Nattel, 

it was recently defined by the United Nations as follows: (A necessary condition without which 

criminal behavior would not occur). 

The United Nations' definition of "cause" refers specifically to the "cause of crime" or "criminogenic 

cause"—that is, it does not define causality in an absolute or general sense, but rather defines a specific 

type of cause. Moreover, as Mr. P. Nattel, quoting von Hentig, stated, the United Nations has conflated 

the concepts of "cause" and "condition." The definition of a condition will be discussed in this section. 

According to John Stuart Mill’s theory, there are four methods to determine the causal relationship 

between two phenomena—that is, to discover the cause of an event: 

1. Method of Agreement 

2. Method of Difference 

3. Method of Concomitant Variations 
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4. Method of Residues 

Section One: Method of Agreement 

In this method, we consider multiple instances in which a specific crime has occurred. If there is only one 

common factor in all these instances, that common factor is considered the cause of the crime. According 

to what the late Foroughi wrote: (If an event occurs in several different instances, and all those instances 

share only one factor in common, then that single common factor has a cause-and-effect relationship with 

the event.) 

For example, consider a 25-year-old single male worker with an IQ of 90 who grew up in an orphanage 

without experiencing affection, and who has now stabbed and killed a young man. Now, consider another 

case: a 22-year-old married female employee with an IQ of 100, who also grew up in an orphanage and 

was deprived of affection, and she too has stabbed and killed a young man. 

Section Two: Method of Difference 

(If an event occurs in one instance but not in another, and both instances share all factors except one—

which is present in the case where the event occurred and absent in the one where it did not—then that 

differing factor is considered the cause of the event.) 

Section Three: Method of Concomitant Variations 

(If we observe that all changes in one factor are always accompanied by specific changes in another, we 

may consider these two factors as cause and effect.) 

For example, if we observe that the rate of theft increases with rising bread prices and decreases when 

bread prices fall, we may conclude that rising bread prices cause the increase in theft. 

Section Four: Method of Residues 

(If we observe a set of antecedents and a set of consequents, and we can account for all but one of the 

antecedents and consequents in terms of cause and effect, then the remaining antecedent must be the 

cause of the remaining consequent.) 

Professor Leauté did not consider the philosophers’ strict criteria for defining causality to be appropriate. 

According to this scholar, it is sufficient to demonstrate that a factor has a much greater impact among 

criminals than among non-criminals in order to consider it a cause. 

For example, to prove the causal relationship between a corrupt family environment and criminal 

behavior, one can refer to statistics showing how many children from corrupt families have committed 

crimes versus how many remained upright. If the number of delinquent children is several times higher 

than that of upright children, we may say that family corruption is a cause of juvenile delinquency. 

The fundamental issue in criminology is that the cause of crime arises from the combination and 

interaction of multiple criminogenic factors and the absence of inhibiting or preventive factors. That is, if 

the necessary factors are present and obstacles are absent, a sufficient cause arises. Thus, the concept of 
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"cause" must be used with great precision and caution, and one should not refer to something as a "cause" 

without deep investigation, comparative research, and full certainty. 

Section Two: Condition 

In Islamic law, from its very inception, the condition has been clearly distinguished from the cause. As 

Dr. Seyed Hassan Emami, university professor, has stated: “Shart” (condition) is an Arabic word with 

multiple meanings. A condition is something that has an effect in bringing another thing into being, such 

that its presence is not sufficient for the existence of that thing, but its absence necessitates the absence of 

that thing. In philosophical terminology, the word “condition” is used in this sense. 

The condition is also used in opposition to the “consequence” (jaza) and refers to a clause that follows 

conditional particles in a sentence—this usage belongs to Arabic grammar. 

3. “Condition” can also mean a pact or obligation. 

A condition has a more effective impact than a simple factor, such that if it is added to the existing 

factors, the likelihood of a new crime occurring or an increase in existing crimes rises. In this sense, the 

condition is a strong factor that provides a highly favorable context for the commission of crime. 

Section Three: Criminogenic Factor 

The term “criminogenic factor” is ambiguous, just like the term “determining factor” in crime, which is 

also unclear. The latter has been used in United Nations reports on juvenile delinquency prevention and 

has been criticized. 

The following factors, for example, may influence the occurrence of crime. It should be noted that this list 

is illustrative and not exhaustive; criminogenic factors in our world are not limited to these. 

Section One: Individual or Biological Factors 

Gender, age, body type, cranial asymmetry, facial features, physical attractiveness or unattractiveness, 

congenital defects, blood type, temperament, physical strength or weakness, medical history, glandular 

function, extra chromosomes, genetic factors. 

Paragraph 2: Psychological Factors 

Fear, pessimism, egocentrism, narcissism, selfishness, abnormal affection-seeking, hypersensitivity, 

social withdrawal, hatred, resentment, shyness, impudence, recklessness, moodiness, self-antagonism, 

lack of decisiveness, instability, aggression, short-sightedness, weak reasoning, low intelligence, 

fantasizing, gullibility, suggestibility, false preconceptions, suspicion, backwardness, arrogance, ambition 

devoid of conscience, lack of communication skills, thirst for power, pursuit of false fame, greed, wealth 

obsession, stinginess, jealousy, weak willpower, weak moral sensitivity, moral insanity, duplicity, 

emotional indifference, isolationism, malevolence, negativity, fabrication, mythomania, introversion or 

extraversion, guilt feelings, anxiety, insecurity, conservatism, frustration, deprivation, complexes—

especially inferiority, Oedipus, Electra, castration anxiety—various deviations, epilepsy, hysteria, mental 

illnesses, personality disorders, depression, delusion, psychological fatigue, psychopathy, schizophrenia, 

obsession, megalomania, paranoia, manic-depressive psychosis, homicidal mania, pyromania, personality 
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disorders, multiple personality disorder, and, in general, the five groups of abnormal behaviors: 

psychoses, neuroses, character disorders (psychopathy, sociopathy, sexopathy, and addictions), 

intellectual deficiencies, and psychosomatic illnesses. 

Paragraph 3: Environmental Factors 

Climate, seasons, day and night, geographical location, urban or rural setting, cold, heat, humidity, 

drought. 

Paragraph 4: Social Factors 

Dysfunctional family, parental discord, divorce, stepmother’s abuse, orphanhood, lack of affection, 

excessive affection, family dynamics, criminal history of parents or ancestors, housing conditions and 

deficiencies, neighborhood, father's job and its implications, academic failure, educational difficulties, 

corrupt associates, lack of proper recreational planning, unemployment, type of job, job dissatisfaction, 

singleness, uninspiring home environment, poor economic conditions, inflation, discrimination, excessive 

wealth, large-scale capitalism, distrust in the ruling system, political factors, foreign influence, the press, 

radio, cinema, television, imitation, centers of corruption, cultural conflict, migration, injustice, weak 

judiciary, judicial defects, violent acts, torture, punishment, collateral punishments, unsuitable prison 

environment, victims facilitating the crime, population density, war, riots, drugs, alcohol... 

An individual's personality—whether physical, psychological, innate, or acquired—greatly influences the 

formation and stimulation of their emotions and behaviors. In criminology, this is referred to as 

“predisposition to commit crime.” 

The level of criminal predisposition varies from person to person, such that different people react 

differently to the same situation. 

Kinberg, a psychiatrist and criminologist with expertise in psychology and criminology, writes: “We 

humans do not all have the same temperament. Each of us responds differently to external stimuli.” 

To clarify this idea, consider the following example: 

Ten individuals randomly witness a fight between two people in an alley. This objectively perceptible 

event triggers different reactions in each observer: 

• A strong-willed man who values public order personally intervenes to stop the fight. 

• A fan of boxing watches it from a technical viewpoint to learn a free, hands-on lesson. 

• A third runs to get the police. 

• A fourth flees in fear. 

• A fifth foresees a trial following the event and leaves so he won’t be called as a witness. 

• A sixth is emotionally sensitive and cries. 

• A seventh is a woman mentally averse to violence and faints. 
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• An eighth, a skeptic or cynic, shrugs and leaves after a glance. 

• A ninth is a pickpocket waiting for such chaos to exploit the situation. 

• The tenth is a journalist trying to take interesting photos to write an exciting report for better 

sales. 

The relationship between an individual and their external environment can be described as follows: Each 

person, based on their personal makeup, accepts only those external stimuli that are compatible with and 

capable of interacting with them. In physiological terms, of the countless physical and chemical stimuli 

that collide with a living being, only those with sufficient energy to reach the excitation threshold of 

certain brain mechanisms—thereby triggering reactions—are considered actual stimuli. 

Justifying the Crime-Producing Nature of a Factor 

As mentioned, there are numerous crime-producing factors. Criminologists generally agree on their 

identification. 

However, quantifying the impact of each factor requires statistical and sociological analysis. One should 

not expect fixed numerical values for each crime factor, since populations and time periods differ. Hence, 

varying contexts lead to varying results. 

Qualitatively, the precise manner in which each factor influences behavior is difficult to determine. 

Any given factor can produce multiple effects. Depending on time and location, a factor might yield 

different results. 

One factor might typically lead to a certain type of crime (e.g., poverty leading to financial crimes), but 

may also contribute to other offenses such as violent crimes, sexual crimes, espionage, counterfeiting, 

prostitution, suicide, or drug trafficking. 

One factor may combine with several others to form a strong causal relationship that makes the 

commission of a crime almost inevitable. 

Criminal law, informed by criminological findings, can aim to reduce the impact of crime-inducing 

factors as much as possible. 

A country's criminal policy should be built around combating these factors and strengthening preventative 

elements to reduce crime occurrence. Otherwise, as long as causes persist, no matter how optimistic we 

are, we cannot expect the resulting harmful consequences to vanish. 

4. Motive 

Motive, impulse, aim, purpose, cause, or stimulus of the will is a psychological matter. It is considered 

the "final cause" or the "ultimate goal intended by the perpetrator." 

According to Professor Stephani, motive is defined as “the benefit, interest, or emotion that drives the 

offender to commit the crime and causes its occurrence,” or “the inevitable and determining cause of the 

criminal act.” 
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P. Nattel does not provide a specific definition of motive but refers to Kinberg’s differentiation between 

cause and motive—stating that the former is objective and the latter subjective. 

Nattel adds: “Although it may be theoretically difficult to distinguish between cause and motive, from a 

scientific perspective, recognizing the distinction is essential. It is certain that a cause is essentially 

objective and precedes motive, which is inherently subjective.  

In criminal law, motive is generally not considered. The phrase "generally" is used because in exceptional 

cases, according to statutory provisions, the motive behind committing a crime can lead to exemption, 

mitigation, or even aggravation of the punishment. 

For a criminal judge, theft is defined as the taking of someone else's movable property. As soon as a 

person knowingly and intentionally (with awareness and intent) takes possession of another’s movable 

property, they are considered a thief and are subject to criminal law—regardless of whether the theft was 

motivated by greed, temptation, a desire to help a destitute person, hunger, necessity to save a starving 

child, revenge against the owner, an intent to seize stolen goods and return them to their rightful owner, or 

even madness. In all such cases, the crime of theft is established. Although the motivations for 

committing the same type of criminal act (as in the example above: theft) may vary, the element of 

criminal intent remains the same in all cases. 

Homicide is considered murder regardless of motive, whether it stems from hatred, revenge, love, lust, 

desire to obtain the victim's property, mercy to relieve the victim from the unbearable suffering of a 

terminal illness, or political or religious fanaticism. 

Although motive typically does not affect punishment in criminal law, judges often consider the 

offender’s motive when applying mitigating factors to soften the severity of legal penalties. If the motive 

is deemed honorable, the judge may reduce the punishment, and in some cases, even acquit the defendant 

on the grounds of lack of criminal intent. 

In contrast to criminal law, where motive is generally disregarded except in exceptional cases, 

criminology and criminal investigation place special emphasis on it. After examining pathological causes, 

the criminologist seeks to identify the psychological reasons behind criminal behavior. 

Police investigators also explore motive in order to identify the perpetrator of a crime. 

It was first the followers of the Positivist School who drew attention to the fact that motive is one of the 

tools for assessing dangerousness. Subsequently, the founders of the Social Defense Movement—

Gramatica and Marc Ancel—emphasized the importance of considering the offender’s motive in 

understanding their character. As a result, criminology has emerged as a new field of knowledge that aims 

to identify the causes and contributing factors of crime, assess the positive or negative effects of those 

factors in society, and understand criminals and their various motives. Its ultimate goal is to rehabilitate 

offenders and prevent crime. 

Achieving this ideal is not easy, as criminology is a human and social science. The factors it examines are 

considered “partial causes” in philosophical terms. Each partial cause contributes to the outcome, but 
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none independently determines it; rather, they act collectively with a principal cause to produce the effect. 

This complexity of partial causes necessitates collaborative efforts by a team of skilled experts in the 

fields of criminal anthropology, criminal psychology, criminal sociology, forensic psychiatry, and 

criminal statistics. Each of these disciplines examines crime-causing factors, the formation of a criminal’s 

personality, the emergence of crime, and the criminal profile of society from its own unique, abstract 

perspective. 

Thanks to the continuous efforts of several generations of humanitarian scholars in the 19th and 20th 

centuries to integrate these distinct approaches, a new, independent discipline called criminology was 

born. 

A destructive family environment has a significant impact on juvenile delinquency. Raising children is 

one of the most challenging responsibilities parents face in life. However, most people are not adequately 

prepared to be parents. Some individuals suffer from emotional problems or experience severe 

psychological, social, and economic pressures that prevent them from being good parents. Many parents 

themselves were not properly raised, and as a result, lack the necessary skills for parenting. In extreme 

cases of poor upbringing, children may be subjected to physical or sexual abuse. 

Studies show that families with internal conflicts, those who are indifferent to their children's behavior 

and problems, and those that are criminal or destructive and pass on their behaviors to children, reinforce 

delinquent behavior. In explaining the influence of the family on children's behavior, factors such as 

family breakdown, conflict, deviance, and abuse are examined. Each of these four factors is associated 

with antisocial behavior and delinquency, and their interaction can lead to an increase in criminal activity. 
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